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Diesel spike can't offset weaker November new car market
· Diesel penetration at record 42.2 per cent as company car buyers take advantage of three per cent tax waiver before 1 January deadline
· Registrations fell 7.9 per cent in November to 158,474 units

· Year-to-November figures were down 5.8 per cent at 2,282,851 units 
'As the chancellor commented yesterday, 2005 has been a tough year, especially for the new car market,' commented SMMT chief executive Christopher Macgowan. 'However, despite a weaker market, diesel registrations continue to rise. We had forecast a spike in diesel registrations as company car buyers rush to beat the end of the three per cent surcharge waiver. As we enter the final month of the year, it will be interesting to see if this month's spike gets bigger.'
Diesel registrations 1999-2005
	Year
	Year-to-November Diesel
	Market share
	December diesel market
	December Market share

	1999
	303,925
	13.8%
	14,176
	16.8%

	2000
	296,173
	14.0%
	17,019
	15.8%

	2001
	410,370
	17.6%
	26,221
	20.7%

	2002
	566,566
	23.4%
	36,057
	24.9%

	2003
	657,135
	27.1%
	47,502
	30.6%

	2004
	785,111
	32.4%
	50,233
	34.8%

	2005
	824,474
	36.1%
	
	


November 2005
The attached tables show the registration figures for Great Britain, Northern Ireland, The Isle of Man and the Channel Islands in detail. Top performers by range and UK penetration figures are also listed. Providing SMMT is acknowledged as the source of this information, the figures may be quoted. Substantial reproduction needs specific approval by SMMT.





















































































