November 2005 New Car Registrations - Analysis
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Weak private sector hits November market
· A further fall in private demand led to an overall fall in November's new car market. 
· November registrations were 13,620 units short of the 2004 performance. It was also 8,693 units, or 5.1 per cent, off the average for the month over the 1999-2004 period.
· As expected by the industry, volumes have fallen in every month of 2005 and the market looks set to fall by just over five per cent for the full year.
Private sector sees sharpest fall since February
· The private market fell by 15.8 per cent in November, the sharpest fall since February. Mounting pressures on personal expenditure, especially in terms of fuel costs, increased energy bills and interest rates, have seen consumers rein in their spending. 
· The overall market has fallen by 140,065 units over the first 11 months of the year. Private volumes represent 86.6 per cent of this shortfall.

· Large fleet volumes slipped slightly in November, but business demand rose further. 
Full year market to dip below 2.5 million units
· The UK new car market will remain the second largest in Europe in 2005, but will dip below 2.5 million units for the first time since 2000. The full year total will be the fifth largest annual UK market ever, albeit the lowest since 2000. 

· UK-built cars recorded a 14.5 per cent fall in November, with year-to-date volumes down 10.6 per cent. The loss of MG Rover volumes remains key, representing 25.8 per cent of the overall shortfall in November and 31.5 per cent over the year-to-date.
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	8,793
	Focus
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	Focus
	135,360

	8,240
	Astra
	[image: image5.wmf]
	2
	[image: image6.wmf]
	Astra
	101,686

	5,571
	Mégane
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	Corsa
	84,336

	4,963
	Fiesta
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	Mégane
	82,308

	4,879
	Corsa
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	Fiesta
	77,972

	4,652
	Golf
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	206
	64,114

	4,352
	Vectra
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	Golf
	63,144

	3,677
	Passat
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	Clio
	54,703

	3,570
	307
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	Mondeo
	53,480

	3,416
	3 Series
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	MINI
	41,918
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Diesel penetration of total new car market, 12MMAT 2005
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Supermini and lower medium volumes key 
· Supermini and lower medium volumes have dipped five per cent over the year-to-date but at 1.4 million units, they still represent 61.7 per cent of the market –up from 61.2 per cent a year ago. Nine of the 10 best sellers over the year-to-date are from these two segments. 
· Ford's Focus remained the UK's best seller in November, although Vauxhall's Astra was a close second. Lower medium cars showed the best year-to-date growth, up 4.3 per cent.
Diesel share hits new record – at 42.2 per cent 
· The diesel market achieved a new record market penetration of 42.2 per cent in November. The year-to-date and 12 month rolling totals now stand at 36.1 and 36.0 per cent respectively – both a little above forecast. The diesel car market has increased by 39,363 units over the year-to-date.
· The Ford Focus was the best selling diesel model for the fifth successive month in November and is now top seller over the year. 
Company buyers drive diesel growth

· The diesel market hit a record 42.2 per cent share in November. Over the year-to-date the market has risen by five per cent, led by a 7.9 per cent rise from company buyers. Diesel volumes in the private sector dipped by 0.2 per cent over the same period.  

· On an annual moving rate basis (as shown in the chart) diesel penetration has risen from below 33 per cent in January by more than three full percentage points to 36 per cent in November. 

· Companies account for two out of every three diesels registered in the UK. Company diesel cars now account for almost one in four of all new registrations in the UK. 
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INDICATOR OF THE MONTH
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		New diesel car registrations

						all diesels		% chge		Mkt sh

		November		2004		63,541		20.7%		36.9%

		November		2005		66,867		5.2%		42.2%

		YTD		2005		824,474		5.0%		36.1%

		12MMAT		2005		874,697		5.1%		36.0%

				2004		835,334		18.5%		32.5%

		Forecast		2005		870,000		4.1%		35.7%

				2006		880,000		1.1%		37.1%

				2007		890,000		1.1%		38.2%






_1195372015.xls
Sheet1

		Registrations by customer type

		November 2005				Private		Fleet		Business

				Registrations		64,450		84,717		9,307

				% change*		-15.8%		-2.5%		7.0%

				Market share		40.7%		53.5%		5.9%

		Year-to-date 2005				Private		Fleet		Business

				Registrations		1,020,888		1,094,586		167,377

				% change*		-10.6%		-3.7%		15.8%

				Market share		44.7%		47.9%		7.3%

		* Sales type definitions changed in 2005. 2004 data altered for comparison.
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		New registrations						November 2005

								all cars		% chge

		Month						158,474		-7.9%				172094

		YTD						2,282,851		-5.8%				2422916

		last 3 months						728,023		-5.9%				773723

		12MMAT						2,427,204		-5.9%				2578368

		Year		2003				2,579,050		0.6%

				2004				2,567,269		-0.5%

		Forecast		2005				2,435,000		-5.2%

				2006				2,375,000		-2.5%

		MMAT - monthly moving annual totals
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